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1. THESIS SUMMARY
A research about the factors affecting the export of Vietnam’s wooden furniture is extremely necessary to point out and measure the impact of factors on Vietnam's wood furniture export. That is the basic for suggesting the policies and solutions to boost the export of  Vietnam's wood processing industry in the coming time. From the perspective of research on factors affecting trade flows between countries, the gravity theory in international trade mentioned specific factors, closer to reality than previous theories. However, the three proposed factors to measure the three aspects in J.Tinbergen's original model are general and have not explained international trade in the current complex context. An overview of studies using the gravity model shows that there have been many studies based on this aproach to supplement the factors and analyze their effects on the general trade of countries or export of specific products. Based on the gravity model in international trade, previous studies on furniture export and the practical situation in Vietnam, the research model of factors affecting Vietnam's wooden furniture export is determined, include: factors affecting export supply, factors affecting export demand and factors that inhibit or promote export. 

The thesis uses both of quantitative and qualitative research method. The quantitative research is used for estimating the econometric regression model and doing the model tests to determine the suitability and impact of factors on Vietnam's furniture export. The qualitative research is used for analysing, evaluating, aggregating and consulting with the experts to build the research model, analyze the current situation of furniture production and export and finalize the assessment. 

The quantitative research result shows that the random effect model (REM) is suitable with the panel data set of 73 countries during the period of 18 years. Comparing with the hypotheses, the research result show that many factors affecting Vietnam's wooden furniture export as originally proposal are excluded due to the practical conditions of Vietnam. Among the factors that have significant explanation, raw material supply, interest rate policy and trade openness through joining FTAs ​​are the most obvious influencing factors. In addition, the lag analysis shows that joining the WTO, FTAs and exchange rate policy will have an impact on Vietnam's wooden furniture export after a long time of operation. 

The qualitative research aslo points out the production and export situation of the wood processing industry of Vietnam in recent years has had remarkable development results. Vietnam has gradually shown autonomy in the supply of raw material for production. The production of wooden furniture for export has had more certain development in technology and production capacity in order to increase the export turnover. The wood industry has moved towards more and more of high value-added wood products from the low value-added wood products. However, in the development process, Vietnam's wood industry still has certain limitations in raw material, production scale, production technology and product brand to access the market. With the orientation on the development of Vietnam's wood processing industry until 2030 and the implication from quantitative research and qualitative research, the core solutions that Vietnam need to focus to boost the export in the coming time include: solutions for raw material, businesses and production activities, export activities,  policies of government.

2. NEW CONTRIBUTIONS OF THESIS
In the world, there have been the studies on exporting wood product approaching through the gravity model and they have shown the factors affecting the export of wood product of countries. The researchs on expanding the gravity model in international trade based on the fundamental theory of J.Tinbergen showed that this model is not confined by hypotheses and allows to explore and expand depending on specific conditions of countries in the process of participating in international trade. So far in Vietnam, there aslo have been quantitative and statistical studies of the wood processing industry. However, there is not a complete quantitative study on the factors affecting the the export of wood product based on the gravity model to add the appropriate factors to Vietnam’s situation. Therefore, researching about Factors influencing Vietnam's wooden furniture export: Gravity model approach  based on a combination of both quantitative and qualitative research will have the following new points:
Firstly, identifying and adding new factors which influence the Vietnam's wooden furniture export under the approach of Gravity model and in accordance with the practical conditions of Vietnam;

Secondly, combining the implications from quantitative research result and assessment of the current situation of Vietnam’s furniture production and export from qualitative research to propose  the suitable solutions.

3. ISSUES FOR CONTINUING RESEARCH
Regarding the quantitative research, there has not specifically studied about the effect of factors on Vietnam's wooden furniture export on some key markets, such as the United States and Europe, to suggest the solutions that are more suitable for each market. Regarding the qualitative research, the thesis has not analyzed the development contexts, market opportunities and challenges for the wood industry to propose the appropriate development strategies. However, the dissertation's research result is the important  foundation for the next research direction which will be studied about the influence of factors on Vietnam's wooden furniture export to key markets and in-depth analysis of opportunities and challenges of the wooden furniture market to suggest comprehensive development strategies for Vietnam's wooden furniture industry.


